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George Little - 1927-1997

We'll all have our own enduring pictures of George - passing the through the village on the
tractor. at the desk among his beloved plans and calculations. sitting with a beaming smile in
-an armchair with a grandchild on his knee, standing in the church vestibule welcoming the
people to worship - I'm sure most of us will have that personal mental snapshot that best sums
up all that we appreciated most about George and the empty places in our lives that his
passing has left. Many of us could write at least a small book about him but this is not the
place. even if we had the time, to read you mine. Instead I'm going to suggest some words
that sum up much of what he was and what we will miss about him: Figures. Finance.
Farming. Friends and Family.

George was famous. sometimes notorious. for his love of order. Calculations. plans and
tables determined so much of the pattern of his life. He knew exactly what he was hoping to
do on the same day next week. He had a passion for order. and I remember him telling me
how much he enjoyed clearing things away and tidying up. Given the chance he would have
love to study accountancy. but he brought his very natural skills to bear on all aspects of his
life and often very generously and helpfully to other people as well. The professional
financiers who knew knew him respected not just his accuracy with figures but the exactness
of his integrity as well.

~Tiviany tmrourcommunity witt rememuber George best as a rariier. 11¢ certainly fitted the image
as a robust. strong man and it almost came as a shock when he decided to retire after over 50
years on the land. Potatoes. barley. wheat, cattle, pigs were all cultivated and cared for in the
same meticulous way that George did everything else. Even the machinery was well
maintained and made to last - not for George the latest shiny model. when the old one would
do the job just as well! I remember the time he fitted a new device to his old combine which
told hum exactly the yield he was getting from his grain so that the calculations could be
worked out to the last figure. He was always happy to share his insights and skilts with his
neighbours and the wider farming community and many a former young farmer must be
grateful for what George was able to teach. Efficient as he was many of us know that George
was also generous with his potatoes as well as in many other ways.

He may have been devoted to figures and agriculture but George was eq:xally interested in
people and friendship was at the heart of his life. His friendship was always generous and
helpful and his passion for seeing things done well often involved the gift of much of his time
1 advice and organisation of the financial affairs of so many who appreciated help for which
he would take no reward. He had few inhibitions about getting to know people. I remember
once asking how he had come by some bit of information or other and his reply was: 'Ask and
it will be given unto you.." His years of impaired hearing meant that George did'nt always
catch the drift of the conversation but when he did his replies and comments often revealed a
disarming sense of humour which went to the very heart of the discussion. He liked his own






